
Submission from Lorraine Kay 
 
Redactions in purple have been made by the Scottish Parliament in accordance with 
the Committee’s written statement on the handling of evidence.  
 
Having followed your questioning of Alex Salmond at the committee session on Friday 
26th February, I understand that you may plan to write to me in order to confirm a point 
of information. 
 
By way of background, I am an ex-civil servant with 21 years of service, including 5 
years in Mr Salmond’s private office when he was First Minister.  The contact details 
which the government will have for me are now out of date, hence my contacting you 
directly. 
  
Geoff Aberdein and I worked closely together during our time in government, and have 
also since worked at the same company.  I can confirm that Geoff confided in me, 
back in early March 2018, at the time when [Redacted] requested a meeting with him.  I 
met with Geoff after his meeting with [Redacted], and was shocked to hear that the 
Scottish Government had received two complaints about Mr Salmond.  Geoff also 
shared with me that [Redacted] had named one of the complainants - I recall this 
clearly as I knew the individual concerned.  I believe I was the first person Geoff spoke 
to about this issue. 
  
I am happy for you to share this information with the other committee members and, 
in the interests of completeness, I am also sharing this with Mr James Hamilton, 
Independent Adviser on the Ministerial Code, who corresponded with me on this issue 
last December. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Lorraine Kay 
2 March 2021 
 


